Forgiveness v Rejection

I.  The Definition

     "Clearing the record of those who have wronged me without 
      _____________________________"

II.  The Command – Eph 4:31-32

       A.  Negative – Eph 4:31

       B.  Positive – Eph 4:32

III.  The Basis – Eph 1:7-8; Col 1:13-14

IV.  The Attitude v the Action

       A.  The Attitude – Eph 4:31-32

       B.  The Action – Luke 17:3-4
1.  The humble confrontation – Matt 18:15-35

      a.  The sequential steps: go, take, tell, treat – Matt 18:15-17

      b.  The prerequisite: forgiveness – Matt 18:21-22

2.  The genuine repentance - Characteristics of genuine repentance:  
Psalm 51

      a.  An open, complete ____________________ - Ps 51:1-4

      b.  A desire to make a total ________________ with the sin – 
Ps 51:10

      c.  A broken and humble __________________ - Ps 51:17

      d.  A willingness to claim God’s forgiveness along with the 

consequences - Ps 51:11-12;  2 Sam 12:10-14, 24

V.  The Stages of Forgiveness

A.  Denial

B.  Anger

C.  Conditions

D.  Depression 

E.  Acceptance

VI.  The Corresponding Commands
      A.  Be kind - Replace vengeance with kindness -- Eph 4:31-32; 
Luke 6:35; Rom 2:4; 1 Peter 2:3 
      B.  Be compassionate (tenderhearted) – 1 Peter 3:8
VII.  The Ways People Forgive
A.  “I forgive you.”  - but they don’t ____________________.
B.  “I _____________________forgive you.”

C.  “I forgive you.” - and mean it with true forgiveness.

VIII.  The Correct Responses to the Ways People Forgive
A.  When people don’t mean it; respond in __________________.

B.  When people say they can’t forgive; respond in _________________.  
C.  When people meant it; respond with ___________________.

Assignment

List some of the benefits to you and your family living in biblical forgiveness (Examples:  Spiritually stronger, more healthy relationships; clear conscience; less personal stress; more time and energy to focus on other more meaningful activities; good modeling for children; able to be more vulnerable without fear; etc.).

Spend a few minutes in personal reflection:

· Ask God to search your heart to see if there is anyone you need to forgive. Go to God (and to the person involved) and deal with this sin.  Ask a trusted friend to hold you accountable. Or… 

· If God doesn’t reveal a specific area of need (sin) to you, think of a situation in your life in which a lack of forgiveness (either by you or by someone else) damaged someone’s life (yours or someone else’s).  Describe how this situation might have looked if forgiveness had been granted.  

