Punctuality and Initiative

I.  A Definition of Punctuality

II.  The Importance of Punctuality

      A.  Time is _______________ to God.
      B.  God is punctual.
God is never late – Gal 4:4

“At that time…- Deut 10:1, 8; Josh 5:2

“My time (the right time)… - John 7:6, 8

“Your time” – Luke 22:52-53

“Appointed time” – Ps 75:2; 102:13; 1 Cor 4:5

      C.  God commands us to be good stewards.
1.  Old Testament Worship - at the appointed time

Passover – Ex 13:3-5, 10; Num 9:2-3

Pentecost (Weeks) – Ex 23:15-16; 34:22-24
Tabernacles – 2 Chron 8:13
2.  New Testament Worship – Heb 10:24-25; 1 Cor 16:2

3.  Stewardship of time – Eph 5:15-16; Col 4:5

      D.  Tardiness breaks the ___________________________.
Ex 20:15 “You shall not steal.”

III.  The Practice of Punctuality – Cure for the “lateness gene”

      A.  The confession

I will regard tardiness as __________.

I will _______________ of my tardiness.

      B.  The commitment

I will determine to be on time.

I will prepare for unexpected ______________.

I will plan a daily schedule.

I will make the most of every opportunity.

I will take the _______________ to be on time.

